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members on the question of "judicial independ-
ence." Indeed, most of the state constitutions
already made the tenure of the principal judges
dependent upon their good behavior, though in
some cases judges were removable, as in England.,
upon the joint address of the two Houses of the
Legislature. That the Federal judges should be
similarly removable by the President upon the
application of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives was proposed late in the Convention
by Dickinson of Delaware, but the suggestion re-
ceived the vote of only one State. In the end it
was. all but unanimously agreed that the Federal
judges should be removable only upon conviction
following impeachment.

But, while the Convention was in accord on this
matter, another question, that of the organization
of the new judiciary, evoked the sharpest disagree-
ment among its members. All believed that
there must be a national Supreme Court to im-
press upon the national statutes a construction
that should be uniformly binding throughout the
country; but they disagreed upon the question
whether there should be inferior national courts.
Rutledge of South Carolina wanted the state courts
to be used as national courts of the first instance